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Meeting Minutes 
Special Budget Workshop 

May 4, 2016 
Beachwood Municipal Complex 

1600 Pinewald Rd. 
6:00 PM 

 
Call to Order by Mayor Roma. 
 
Mayor and Council Roll Call Present Absent Excused Tardy 
Mayor Ronald Roma, Jr. X   
Council President Steven Komsa X  6:11pm 
Councilwoman Beverly Clayton  X  
Councilman Gregory Feeney X   
Councilman Gerald LaCrosse X   
Councilman Thomas Miserendino X   
Councilman Edward Zakar X   
   
Also present were CFO John Mauder and Treasurer Elizabeth Sarantinoudis 
  
Flag Salute led by Mayor Roma. 
 
OPENING STATEMENT: Ladies and Gentlemen, pursuant to the applicable portions of the New Jersey Open Public 
Meetings Act, adequate notice of this special Budget Workshop meeting has been given. The notice for this special 
meeting of Mayor and Council of the Borough of Beachwood is listed in the notice of meetings posted on the 
Bulletin Board located in the Municipal Complex, transmitted via email to the Asbury Park Press and posted on the 
Borough website on April 15, 2016.     

DEPARTMENT HEADS IN ATTENDANCE  
• Police – Chief Robert Tapp 
• Department of Public Works – Supervisor John Behrens 
• First Aid – Captain Jim Horn  
• Fire Department – Chief Roger Hull & Asst. Chief Dennis Allen, Sr. 

 
Mayor called up each Department Head to indicate the needs for his department. 
 
Police Chief Robert Tapp 

- Explained that the Police 2 Dodge Durangos have over 500,000 miles accumulated.  The Chief is 
requesting 2 Chevy Tahoe 4x4 trucks priced at $74,000 to better serve the community in snow 
emergencies.   

- Requested an upgrade to the Police records management system at a cost of $20,000.  The old system is 
from 2007 and it requires a Windows 7 platform; it will no longer be supported shortly. 

- CFO Mauder indicated the radio communications system is in its 4th year of the equipment upgrade 
 
Councilman Komsa entered at 6:11pm. 
 
Fire Chief Roger Hull 

- Requested to replace the 1990 pumper truck with an aerial device for a cost of $790,000.00 which serves 
5 purposes; it’s safer than a ladder and better for roof operations.  The 1990 pumper is worth about 
$15,000 to $25,000.  It has pump issues and has not passed certifications 

- Requested the Assistant Chief’s SUV to be replaced with a new vehicle priced at $38,000.  The current 
vehicle was donated; the door is welded back on.  Councilman Feeney asked if it would serve for 2nd in 
Command.  Chief replied as yes.   
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- Requested an increase in the OSHA line item for $3,500 to expand the physical program for each Fire 
Fighter.  Chief Hull gave explanation pertaining to the death of Tom Miserendino while on duty at a Fire 
Company function for these needed physicals.   

- CFO Mauder spoke of the communications upgrade to be in sync with the County’s communications 
system.  Chief is holding off due to issues at the County level and they’re waiting to hear when they can 
start purchasing.  At the end of month, the Sheriff is having a meeting to determine when the switch will 
take place and what the fire company needs for preparation 

- Chief Hull spoke on behalf of Fire Prevention, Tom DiMichele, regarding the need for upgraded 
communications and radio next year, he’ll be looking for an interface 

 
First Aid Captain Jim Horn 

- The 2003 ambulances (Unit 157 & Unit 158) are breaking down. To buy a brand new ambulance will cost 
$275,000.  The Captain is requesting 2 remounts costing $200,000 for both.  The brand new chassis will be 
under warranty.  The cost for Unit 158 is $97,838.00 and the cost for Unit 157 is $99,148.00 for a total of 
almost $200,000.  Councilman LaCrosse asked if the ambulances will still fit in the garage with the new 
chassis.  Captain replied as yes.  Unit 157 has 57,000 miles on it and Unit 158 has 54,000 miles on it   

 
DPW Supervisor John Behrens 

- Requested 4x4 Mason Dump truck with Plow package for $50,000.00 to replace 2 pickup trucks.  The 
pickup trucks do not handle in the snow as well as the Mason Dump trucks.  The transmissions in the 
pickups are not made for snow plowing.   

- Requested the TRAV-L-Vac Curb & Vacuum System at a cost of $20,000 for cleaning out the valve box and 
the storm drains.  The drainage has been getting more so in the town.  There are a lot more basins and 
curvature.  It can be hitched behind a mason dump truck.  

- Requested a tire machine at a cost $9,250 for small trucks, Police vehicles and ambulances.  The current 
machine is not only obsolete but unsafe.  The newer one is safer and more efficient.   

 
Mayor Roma opened the floor to Public Discussion. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION- TO OPEN 
COUNCIL MOTION 2ND AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Councilman Cairns   X    

Councilwoman Clayton      X 
Councilman Feeney X  X    
Councilman Komsa  X X    
Councilman LaCrosse   X    
Councilman Zakar   X    

 
-Being no public discussion, Council motioned to close   

 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION- TO CLOSE 
COUNCIL MOTION 2ND AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Councilman Cairns   X    

Councilwoman Clayton      X 
Councilman Feeney X  X    
Councilman Komsa   X    
Councilman LaCrosse  X X    
Councilman Zakar   X    

 
Councilman LaCrosse indicated that the Police requested 2 4x4 vehicles and the Fire Company requested to 
replace a vehicle also.  Could one of the Police vehicles be turned over to the Fire Company for that purpose if it 
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suits the Fire Company’s needs?  Chief Tapp hadn’t addressed that with Chief Hull and it should really be left up to 
the mechanics to decide.   
 
Mayor indicated a Finance Meeting will be set for a June meeting.   CFO Mauder indicated the next procedure is to 
review with the Finance Committee.    
 
ADJOURNMENT at 6:28pm 
 
COUNCIL MOTION 2ND AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Councilwoman Clayton   X    
Councilman Feeney      X 
Councilman Komsa X  X    
Councilman LaCrosse   X    
Councilman Miserendino   X    
Councilman Zakar  X X    

 
Respectively submitted by, 
 
 
Susan A. Minock, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
       Attested by: 
 
___________________________     ______________________________ 
Ronald F. Roma, Jr., Mayor     Susan A. Minock, RMC 

 


